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approval they have been submitted tothe
Cabinet of Ministers. The Technical
Regulations (mandatory standards) for
food products are ready to be discussed and
approved in this SCS meeting. The
authority has organized training workshops
on electro-technical, pharmaceutical, and
cosmetics standards. The workshops were
relevant government sectors and private
sector. The aim of the workshops was to
inform the participants about the standards
and their importance in safeguarding public
safety through improvement in the quality
of products.

ANSA has sipned a Memorandum of
Understanding (MolJ) with the Turkish
Standard Institute (TSI). The aim of the
MolJ was to expand relationships with TSI
through sharing experiences, exchange of
scientific and technical knowledge and
capacity development of the awthority in
the area of standards development,
issuance of product certification and
laboratory activities.

The Highway, Roads and Bridge design
codes draft have been presented to the SCS
meeting by ANSA Technical Deputy
Director General. These codes include the
architectural design, road surface desipgn,
traffic control devices, road drainage
systems and other highway and road
components. Implementation of the
Highway, Road and Bridge design codes
will enable the design and construction of

w

the infrastructure projects according to
these codes. The implementation of the
codes will prevent low quelity design and
will enable better and sefer roads,
ecomomic benefits and durability of roads
and bridges in the couniry.

Supreme Council for Standards (SC8) after
detailed discussions and debates on various
aspects of the implementation of the codes
have approved the documents. SCS hag
assigned ANSA to prepare the final draft of
the urban development codes, architectural
codes, structural codes and highway, roads
and bridge design codes for final approval
by the Cabinet of Ministers.

As per the meeting agenda 33 dmaft
standards in various sectors as well ag a
draft Technical Regulation for food
products have been presenied to the SCS
by the ANSA Technical Deputy Director.

1) The meeting approved 33 standards in
the following sectors:

- One standard in food products sector

- 7 standardr in pharmaceutical and
cosmetics sectors

- 21 standards in eleciro technical and
electrical equipment sector

- 4 standards in textile sector

2) The SCS meeting has approved the Food
products Technical Regulation and has
recommended ANSA to seck the relevant
agencies opinion before submisgion to the
Cabinet of Ministers.



PDF Compressor Free Version

for pharmacenticals &cosmetics products.

1) The SCS meeting has approved 73
standards in the following sectors:

- 3 standards related to food and agriculiure
products

- 6 gstandards related to pharmacentical and
cosmetics products

-48 standards related to electro-techmical
products

-2 standards related to metrology

-3 mandands related to construction
materials

- 2 standards related to petroleum products
- 2 standards related to enmvironment
- 3 standardgr related to mine clearance

The total approved standarda so for is 251
In various sectors.

2) The SCS meeting has also reviewed the
Technical Regulations (Mandatory
Standards) for pharmaceunticals &cosmetics
products, peraonal hygiene products and
medical equipment. The regulations were
approved in general and moved by the SCS
meeting. It was recommended that the
named regulations to be prepared for the
Cabinet of Ministers approval.

Supreme Coungil for Standards (SCS)
meeting took place on 1391/10/6 under the
leaderghip of HE Mohammad

d w d%

KarimKhalili — Second Vice President and
Chairman of the SCS. The meeting
participants have prayed for the martyred
Nazir Ahmad Shshidi — Deputy Minister of
Economy and former member of the SCS,
who was killed in a traffic accident.

Vice President during his opening remarks
talked about the importance of standards
development in the country and has called
for cepacity development in the area of
standards preparation. He has highlighted
the great responsibility the authority has in
this important task of standards
development and implementation.

After these remarks the Director General of
ANSA presented a brief report about the
authority’s activities in the following
manner:

The process of standards development is
underway through different technical
committees and so for 240 standards are
drafted in 9 techmical commitiees. 33
newly drafted standards are presented in
this SCS meeting,

The process of National Building Codes is
underway and the draft of fourth code for
highways, roads and the bridge design is
completed. These codes have been drafted
based on the international codes keeping in
mind the geographical and landscape
specifics of Afghanistan.

The authority has prepared the Technical

Regulations (mandatory standards) for
Construction Materials and after the SCS
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design codes. The trainings sessions were
led by the Turkish consultants supported
by the ANSA technical staff,

Afghan National Stendard Authority was
represented in the Standard and Metrolody
Inatdtute of Islamic Countries (SMIIC).
SMIIC is part of the Orpanization of
Islamic Countrics. ANSA has recendly
obtained the membership of the Boatrd of
Directors of SMIIC,

Over the past period, three asts of the
construction materials laboratories have
been procured by ANSA. The named
leboratories will soon be installed at
desiptiated locations to test the commplisnce
of bitumen, cament and steel products with
the set standends. The installation of the
loboratories will indeed enable the
conformity assessment and quality control
of imported construction materials in the
named fields,

Mr. Popalzai Popal in response to the
question from Minister of Cormmmerce and
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Industries added that the standards
development process iB one of ANSA's
continuous activitice that are outlined in
the authority’'s 5 wemw stratepic plan
ANSA Director General mentioned that the
needs for standards development and
prioritics for wvarious sectors are mainly
identifiecd end proposed by the
representatives of these sectors, who
participate in the techmical committes’s
seszions,

Ag per the meeting agenda the draft of 73
national standerds in differeni sectors was
presented by ANSA Techmical Deputy
Director General. Supreme Council for
Standards reviewed the standards in detail
amkl has conducted discussions om their
applicability, sugtaingbility and
implementation, Members of the SCS have
highlighted the role of technical
committess and have called for discussion
on more practical zides of standards.

The meeting has discussed the Technical
Regulations (TR) - (Mandatory Standards)
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Supreme Council of Standards

Supreme Council for Standards (SCS) first
anmial meeting for 1392 tock place on 1K
Saur, 1392 presided over by H.E. Dr.
AnwarnlhagAhadi — ~ Minister of
Commerce and Indusiries and Deputy
Chairman of SCS.

Dr. Ahadi during the opening remarks of
the meeting spoke about the importance of
gtandardsin healthcare, food safety and
other consumer safety areas. He also spoke
about the importance of the higher
competition capacities of the Afghanistan
private sector through implementation of
national standards in various sectors.
MinisterAhadi indicated that the contimed
development of standards in the country
require & clear vision, continues demand
for standards and methods of their
Furthermore H.E. Popalzai Popal- Director
General of ANSA presented the progress
report of ANSA activities to the meeting
participants. The following includes
highlights of the Director General’s report.

Standards development in nine sectors
continues to date. Between the two SCS
meetings the ANSA Technical Committees
have developed 74 new standards. 73
Standards are submitied to the current 8CS

(5CS)

meetingfor approval. The first set of
gtandards in mine clearance is part of the

submitted documente for approval. The
Mine clearance Technical Committee has
been established with the assistance from
UN  office for Mine Clearance
Coordination for Afghanistan (LUINMCCA).
Technical Regulations {Meandatory
standards) for food products that have been
approved in principal by SCS are finalized
in consultation with the Ministry of Public
Health and Afghanistan Chamber of
Commerce and Industries. The named
regulations have been submitted to the
Council of Ministers for final approval.
Technical  Regulations (TR)  for
pharmaceuticals &Lcosmetics products are
ready for the SCS review.

Subsequent to the approval of the Building
Codes by the SCS, ANSA has crganized
weeks to the engineers and architects in
two venues, the ANSA office and the
Ministry of Public Works. Ower 130
architects and engineers from wvarious
ministries and private sector have
participated in the sessions of four major
design codes gach the Urban Development
Codes, Architectural codes, structural
codes and highway and road and bridpe
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role of users and consumers hag beceme more prominent. The governments are regulators
and through strictly defined legal institutions for consumer and environment protection,
fair trade, commpetition, and health and safety indirectly support implementation of
standards.

However, the situation is quite different in developing and least developed countrics even
if the market economy is restored. A variety of factors including, but not limited to, the
inadequate capabilities of the private sector, opportunities bypass laws, and knowledge of
users and consumers are behind the inefficient practice of essential principles. For
ingtance when the market economy was introduced in Afghanistan, the required
infrastructures for market economy didn’t exist, the manmifacturing industries were either
desiroyed during the conflicts or had lost their competitiveness and as resultant the
country had turned into a consuming society for imporied commodities, our exports had
lost their markets and trade laws were not in place. In such &n environment, the nesd to
mandatory enforce a number of standards provided that the balance for national benefits
(health and safety, environment, and national economy) and trade facilitation is obsetrved,
is quite sensible,

Afghan National Standards Authority (ANSA} has been making efforta to consider the
realitics of the country’s economy and trade system and while respecting both concepiz
work on two trends. Our mission is to provide a host of services for Afghan private
sector in standardization and thus contribute to improved competitiveness, export
promotion and trade deficit. On the other hand, technical regulations (mandatory
standards) arc being developed to protect health and safety of the people and
Environment through efficient quality control of imported commodities in ports/ customs.
Recently, the Council of Ministers approved technical regulations (mandatory standards)
for construction materials and food. Also, ANSA has hired an international company to
install and operate testing laboratories for petroleum products in major ports. These are
clear indications for a sound national quality infrastructure to be developed in the future.
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2o Standardization — S Yisk or a YWust

Since standardization is a newly evolved phenomenon in Afphenistan, there have been
two distinct concepis regarding the implementation of standards. One viewpoint, which
seems to be inherited from the ceniralized cconomic system, emphasizes on compulsory
enforcement of the standards and reasons that a standard is the result of collaborative
work of all sectors including the public and private as well as the academia, and is
approved by a high level authority; then compliance to it should not be voluntary. On the
other hand, the second viewpoint which seems to be based on the theories in developed
countries where market economy is practiced, finds the voluntary implementation of
standards as a prerequisite for competition in the market.

It ir clear that the two concepir look at the current economic and trade situation in the
country from different comers and have their own implications. Though, these two
perceptions seern to be opposite to each other, a study of the bagiy will reveal that there
are spme common points that need to be ¢laborated.

Today’s globalized trade and expangion of ¢cross-border exchange of goods and services
necessitates applying some recognized principles inchuding the code of good practice for
standardization introduced by World Trade Organization (WTO) and calls for vohmtary
implementation of standards. In the meantime, the same document recognizes the need
for mandatory enforcement of those standards which could have impacts on health and
safety, environment, security and national economy through technical regulations by the
governments. Voluntary application of standards has proved to be effective in improving
competitiveness in developed countrics and has encouraged innovation and creativity.
The number of mandatory standards has graduslly decreased in these countries and the
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Considering aforementioned facts, it is quite obvious that such stendards will be effective only
when all technical and practicability aspects are well coordinated; otherwise, it could very
easily tum inio serious trade barmiers. Therefore, development of standards in regional and
international levels has been focused in recent decades to ensure facilitated exchange of
expertize and knowledge in different sectors. The role of institutions such as International
Orpanization for Standardization (IS0}, International Eleciro-technical Commission (IEC),
South Asgian Regional Standardization Organization (SARSO), European Norm (EN),
Standard and Metrolopy Institwte for Islamic Comtries (SMIIC) end many more could be
good examples. The resultant product of these organizations are tens of thousands of standards
developed by the experts in different areas including trade, industry, technology, construction,
services and even social affairs. It should be clearly understood that stendardization is a
complex, costly and time-consuming process and requires avoiding repetition of what others
have done on the road. On the other hand the socio-economic and cultural requirements of a
nation should be fully observed while adopting standards. Thus, the major task of national
standard bodies iz to ensure such a balance iz maintained.

We, at Afghan National Standards Authority (ANSA), are making efforts and endeavors to
develop national standards compliant to the national interests and meeting the real needs of
the society. Participation of government entities, private sector, academia, professional and
trade associations in the process has been used as an effective tool for the purpose. We have
established an efficient standard development aystem in the country which has brought about
251 national standards in nine sectors and four building codes (Stucture Codes, Architecture
Code, Urban Development Code, Highway and Street Code and Bridge Desipn Standard) and
is capable to expand to new fields.

However, enforcement and implementation of standards and resultant improvement in quality
of goods and zervices necessitatezs not only the cooperation and capacity of relevant
government entities, btut also the commitment of private sector to social and economic values
in the country and finally contribution of consumers, ANSA is not the only implementing
agency for atandard and all challengeg and probletng related to the quality and safety of goods
and services could not be solved with having ANSA as the national standard body of
Afghanistan. ANSA, a five year old organization, should not be expected to overcoms all
challenges created by the low quality imports flooded to the markets across the country.
ANSA hag made all sorts of efforts such ax quality control of petroleum prodncts in major
ports through hiring an international company, signing Mol with Ministry of Encrpy and
Water for implantation of electro-technical standards, approval of technicel regulations for
construction materials and food products by the Council of Ministers, and many more. Quality
control of construction materials in major ports will also be initiated by the end of this year.
Ministry of Public Health and Ministry of Agriculture, Irigation and Livestock are expected
to enforce the food technical repulation to ensure quality of food products that could directly
affect health and safety of our people.

Though standardization is a costly and long term objective of a nation, ANSA is sure to drive
the road successfully. What we expected from all stakeholders and the peaple of Afghanistan
is to adjust their expectations with the resources availed to ANSA and do not spare their
contribution to such a national process.

‘Wish prosperity to all Afghans]
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In today’s world, security and political stability in a society without economic consensus does
not seem likely, and then clearly sustained economic growth depends on the cross-border
exchange of goods and services. Globalization also involves collusion between the social,
cultural and economic development of nations; therefore, there is a need to increase mutual
economic and social relations.

Transport and Communications and as well as the information technology developments has
made the global markets closer together, but the standards in more than half a century as the
common language of business and commerce are also very effective.

No further need for busingss partners to meet in person and the shake hands afler the
transaction of an agreement on what should be seen as an obligation, but a partner through
gharing the technical specifications (standards) that iz required, can organize the commercial
activities. So standards are used as a bridge connecting business partners around the world.
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