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General Assembly of the Institute of Standards and
metrology for Islamic Countries

H.E. Popalzai Popal, Director General of
Afghan National Standards Authority (ANSA)
attended the General Assembly of Institute for
Standards and metrology for Islamic countries
(SMIIC) held in Turkey. The purpose of the trip
also included signing a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) with Turkish
Standardization Institute (TSE) in the sideline
ofthe assembly.

Afghan National Standards Authority (ANSA)
had already submitted application for the body
membership of SMIIC which functioning
under ization for Islamic Countries
{OIC). During the assembly the membership of
Afghanistan (ANSA), Lebanon, and Egypt
was approved. Thus, SMIIC has twenty body
members at present who are the
standardization bedies in Islamic countries.

Also, the Director General of ANSA provided
detailed information to SMIIC members
regarding the most recent accomplishments by
ANSA in areas such as development of
national standards, Afghanistan Building
Codes, and trainings and awareness to private
sector. The members appreciated the efforts

made by ANSA and hoped it will result in
enhancing regional trade and facilitation of
Afghanistan exports. He added that
Afghanistan experiences a trade deficit and
one of the major reasons behind the decline in
Afghanistan exports could be accounted as
inaccessibility to services like quality
certificates and accredited testing laboratories.

In the sideline, the Director General of ANSA
met with President of Turkish Standardization
Institute (TSE) and discussed bilateral relation
and different areas for potential cooperation of
two organizations, Mr, Popal emphasized that
TSE possess valuable expertise in
standardization and could be of great help to
ANSA in regards to capacity building of
technical staff as well as certification services.
Both gsides agreed to expand the effective
communication and cooperation for the
benefits of two brother nations,

Furthermore, the Director General of ANSA
signed a MoU with the President of TSE which
will pave the way for fruitful cooperation and
technical assistance from TSE in the areas such
as sharing standards and information, capacity
building, certification, quality management
and metrology.

In the meantime, Director General of ANSA
had separate meetings with officials from the
standard bodies of Islamic Republic of Iran,
and Turkey. The subject of the meeting
rounded to bilateral cooperation. They also
congratulated ANSA for obtaining body
membership of SMIIC and stated that it will
open new opportunities for ANSA to establish
effective communication with standardization
organizations in Islamic countries.




Standéirds Supporting SMEs!

Standards provide many benefits for business worldwide, but benefits are not just for lerge
corporations and big businesses. Standards can also help small and medium-sized enterprises
{SMEs). For example, standards provide specifications for products and services; they increase
the efficiency of processes and help SMEs qualify for participation in global trade and compete
with bigger businesses for existing and fiture opportunities.

Ten good things standards can do for SMEs are:

1.

Standards help SMEs compete on a level playing field with bigger enterprises. They
don’t market themselves well internationally. So they can let the standards certificate
speak for them. It gives them credibility.

Standards open up export markets for their products and services. Better understanding
the safety and repulatory requirements and consumers® expectations are keys for any
company that hopes to succeed in export markets.

Standards help SMEs discover best business practices. The high technical level of
activities must be based on sound methodology, on personnel experience and on rigorous
project management. Applying IS0 2001 ISO 14000 are good examples to manage all
these aspects from design up to deployment and customer help.

Standards drive efficiency in their business operations, Sustainability of business depends
on application of recognized standards. “Implementing standards cost money! Not
implementing the standards cost more!!!”

Standards add credibility and confidence for customers. Compliance of with recognized
product and quality management system standards ensures that the customers will receive
consistently good services.

Standards open new business opportunities and sales. The implementing of standards in
production bring in technology tranafer and being up-to-date with science and resulis in
improving the market shares in local and regional markets for SMEs.

Standards give competitive edge. In today’s global trade, compliance to recognized
standards has turned into a prerequisite for transactions especially interactions with more
lucrative markets and big companies.

Standards make your brand name intemationally recognized. There are many examples of
such brands in global markets that have been recognized and trusted by customers.
Standards help their company grow. Meeting the market requirement and customers’
expectations and compliance with regulatory prerequisites assist sustainability and
growth of business.

. Standards enable 3 common “language™ to be used acroes an industry sector. Producers

and suppliers utilize same standards to negotiate the specifications and characteristics of
products.



Founder's Message

DEVELOPMENT, EXTENSION AND

WIDESPREAD IMPLEMENTATION OF STANDARDS

Latest discussions in the country are much
focused on effective progression of standards
development, which requires wise discussions on
different aspects from technical points of view.

Standardization is complete set of activity related
to preparing and development of standards such
ag accessibility to standards, public awareness
and application of standards. Standards are
defined from many prospective that refer to
technical norms of production, facilitation of
technical barriers to trade, exchange of poods
internationally, and finally protection of
consumers’ health and safety.

Classifying economic activities in to three major
areas production, supply, consumption, standards
appear at production (goods and services) stage
where no doubting while developing such
standards technical information are documented
first. Therefore it is to be understeod by all, that
development of standards are not only difficult
but also lot of time and participation of all
relevant governmental, NGOs, private sector
and academic institutions are required.

ANSA as sole standard body in Afghanistan has
the honor to announce that has taken many
fundamental steps forward for development of
National quality infrastructure suchas;

e Successfully developed 183 national
gtandards in different fields

¢ Successfully developed 4 national
building codes ( Structure, Urban
development, Architectural, Highway &
Bridge )

and many more standards which are currently
being discussed in technical committees which
will be presented to honorable Supreme Council
of Standards for approval same as others.

Second step in development of standards is the
extension of national standards which includes
facilitation of accessibility to standards,
provision of awareness to all of its sides. What
makes beneficiaries ofstandards more capable of
efficient usage of standard is their well
awarcness about particular standards bencfits,
implementation, and appropriate capacity to use
standards same as consequences about not
considering standards. ANSA has takes serious
steps for coordinating the developed standards
such as printing and publication of standards,
conducting workshops and public awareness
programs for governmental and private sector.

‘What comes in third step is implementation of
standards on field and also access to the results
by quality improvement, safety of goods and
services; which requires time; capacity building
of implementer organizations, and culture of
standard development in the country.

Expectations are high even in some cases are not
real and different aspects of this important
mission is not considered wisely. Certainty of
such missions necessitate  coordination,
cooperation, and active involvement all allied
governmental authorities, capacity building of
private sector, and active participation of
consumers in the country.
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